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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgment is made of the RCE filed 04/27/2007 Accordingly the claims 
have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10-11, 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Porambo et al (5333433). 

Regarding claims 1-4 and 6-8: Porambo discloses a drywall joint construction 
consisting essentially of: 

a first drywall board having a first lengthwise edge and an outwardly-facing first 
planar surface; 

a second drywall board having a second lengthwise edge and an outwardly- 
facing second planar surface, the second drywall board being positioned adjacent the 
first drywall board such that the first and second lengthwise edges are brought into 
substantially abutting contact so as to form a lengthwise crack between the first and 
second planar surfaces, a center-line surface of the joint construction being defined as 
the outwardly-facing surface directly over the crack and exposed for surface treatment 
(figures 4D and 5); and 
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a joint finishing system installed within the crack to complete the drywall joint 
construction, the system including a flexible layer forming the center-line surface, the 
flexible layer being a tape (10). Wherein the first lengthwise edge is tapered inwardly, 
yet substantially perpendicular, from the first planar surface and the second lengthwise 
edge is tapered inwardly, yet substantially perpendicular, from the second planar 
surface such that the crack is configured as an outwardly-opening channel/slit having 
opposite angled channel sides (figures 4D and 5); and 
the joint finishing system comprises: 

a taping compound (12 and 14 A&B), comprising a flexible joint cement, 
filling the channel/slit so as to cover the channel sides; and a tape (10), having 
first and second marginal edges, forming the flexible layer and covering the 
taping compound so as to flush the joint finishing system with the first and 
second planar surfaces; 

and wherein the taping compound comprises a joint cement of a non- 
shrinking formula or caulk (where the adhesive of Porambo acts as a non- 
shrinking joint cement/caulk to adhere the tape to the joint and provide a finished 
surface to the joint construction). 

Regarding claims 10-11 and 16-17: wherein the first lengthwise edge is 
substantially perpendicular to the first planar surface and the second lengthwise edge is 
substantially perpendicular to the second planar surface such that the crack is 
configured as an outwardly-opening slit (figures 4D and 5); and 
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the joint finishing system comprises a non-shrinking caulk (14, figure 3 area a; 
Col. 5, lines 4-10) forming the flexible layer and filling the slit (figures 4d and 5) so as to 
flush the joint finishing system with the first and second planar surfaces. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claims 5, 9, 12, 13, 18, 19 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Porambo et al (5333433). 

Regarding claims 5, 9, 12, 13, 18, 19: Porambo discloses the claimed joint 
construction as above but does not expressly disclose a skim coat applied over the 
marginal edges to blend the tape with the first and second planer surfaces of the wall 
board. Instead Porambo discloses a layer of joint/cement caulk extending beyond the 
edges of the tape to blend the tape with the first and second planar surfaces (figure 3). 
However, it is notoriously common and well known in the art to apply a skim coat over a 
tape to blend the tape with the planar surfaces of the wall board. Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the marginal edges of 
Porambo to have a skim coat to provide a more cohesive, smooth and un-noticable 
transition from the tape to the planar surfaces of the wall board. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica Laux whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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8228. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 6:30am to 
2:30pm (est). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on 571-272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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